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Mountain Lion and the Bambi Syndrome

WALTER E. HOWARD, University of California,

Davis, CA 95616.

Synopsis: In my opinion, too many of the public
today are urbanites with little appreciation of nature in
the raw. They have been deeply intluenced by emotional
propaganda. anthropomorphism. negative views about
trophy hunting, and the Bambi syndrome that ignores all
of nature's life-and-death struggles. These people do not
recognize that all of nature's creatures must have an
evolved "'mortality factor" to prevent each species from
overpopulating and destroying itself (extinction). The
antihunting neurosis has been nourished by the Walt Dis­
ney crowd animating talking- d Bambi" wildlife that por­
tray the hunter as a villain worse than a poacher.

Animal rightists worship animal lives, yet cast an
almost worthless image upon human life. Animal right­
ists are narcotized with "leave it to nature," no matter
how cruel and sickening the outcome, and ignore how
the quality of animal life in modified environments can
only be nurtured by proper wildlife management in a
changed habitat, not by nature's survival of the fittest.

The public needs to understand the tradeoffs of the
animal rights movement, which so blatantly ignores the
laws of nature in its worship of Bambi-ism under the
dIsguise of protectionism, preservationism. and environ­
mentalism. It overlooks mountain lions and other game
as a recyclable natural reSOUfce that can be equally enjoyed
by both consumptive and nonconsumptIve users. [n natu­
ral environments, with regulations, people can be nondis­
ruptive consumers of mountain lions. In most modified
environments, nature requires the assistance of human
predators if many of the desirable species, including
endangered species, are to be preserved in a healthy
reproducing population. Man predates under regulations,
hence is the most humane of all predators and the only
predator that shows compassion to other species.

No other organism, including man. has a guaran­
teed privilege of a full life, for life to all animals is
extremely fragile and subject to nature's whims. Nature's
scheme does not permit most animals that are born to
live out a fuB life, for each animal must be consumed by
others somewhere in the natural recycling process. Fortu­
nately, hunters, trappers, and other people are the only
animals who do not follow nature's species-ism. that is.
act as If they have the assumed right to exploit any other
species as they choose, in nature's struggle to eat or be
eaten. All creatures, large and small. do not have an

equal right to life, for they musI be either prey or predator.
The hunter's pursuit of mountain lions, to help imple­
ment nature's mortality factor. is a competitive challenge
of the wit of the hunter against the cunning strategies of
the prey. Few hunters win these contests; hence the oppor­
tunity of selling large numbers of hunting tags to raise
money to help preserve healthy mounta;n iion populations,
which total protection fails to do.

A marked benefit of trophy hunting, a goal attacked
by the "anti-hunters," is that pursuers of mountain lions
are going to want the "potential opportunity" of taking a
nice trophy. To have this chance, hunters know that
populations of mountain lions must be managed well to
ensure the presence of an optimum number of first-class
trophy animals. Such will not exist if the population of
mountain lions is excessive, unhealthy, and forced to
self-limit their own numbers with cannibalism, territorial
fighting, starvation, and diseases. Surplus mountain lions
can no longer use nature's way of regulating their num­
bers by dispersing from what now is often restricted
mountain lion habitat, because people force these ani­
mals back to face territorial strife. Another essential rea­
son for regulating mountain lion populations is to pre­
vent serious cont1icts from surplus mountain lions with
livestock, pets, and humans.

Death and suffering are a big part of nature aud
often prolonged in contrast to hunting and trapping. Nature
eventually puts to death every organism, but rarely as
humanely as a hunter. Of all game animals, a mountain
lion probably suffers tbe least when taken by a hunter for
it is usually treed by hounds before the usual clean shot is
intlicted. Hunters hunt for the thrill, the challenge, and
the outdoor experience. and those who come home with­
out a trophy come home fulfilled. Of course, without the
legal opportunity to kill a specific game species, there
would be no legalized hunting. Instead of a no-use policy,
wildlife management strives to achieve a healthy balance
between prey species and the combination of human and
natural predators. If the potential female breeding
population of a species. for example, mountain lions,
declines, a reduced take is used 10 re-establish maximum
productivity.

Hunting is not for everyone, fortunately, for game
is limited. but the nonhunter needs to understand nature's
death ethic, the need formeat eaters. and the necessity to



have hunters help humanize nature in environments where
habitats are no longer naturaL People's rights, for exam­
ple. hunters' rights. are more important to the welfare
of nature than are the frequently claimed religious rights
of animals. If the Bambi-iIes do not condone mountain
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lion hunting. they must accept the responsibility for forc­
ing an entire population to suffer the tragedies of popula­
tion self-limitation by mountain lions rather than encour­
age that a few be harvested relativelv humanelv bv
h~nters. -.' .'
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Big Bend N.P., TX 79834

Cletus Nolde
Colo. Div. Wildt.
6060 Broadway
Denver, CO 80216

Ron Oehlkers
Colo. Div. Wildt.
3035 W. 17th Ave, #6
Longmont, CO 80503

Bill Olmstead
Colo. Div. Wildt.
317 W. Prospect Rd.
Fort Collins, CO 80526

Jim Olterman
Colo. Div. Wildt.
2300 S, Townsend Ave.
Montrose, CO 81401

William Ough
Ariz. Game & Fish Dep.
P.O. Box 1638
Chino Valley, AZ 86323

Doug Padley
Calif. Polytech Inst.
1103 N. Catalina Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91104

Doug Padley
675 Ebbcreek Dr., Apt. M
Corona, CA 91720

Larry Pate
Wyo. Game & Fish Dep.
2800 Pheasant Dr.
Casper, WY 82604

Brian Peck
City of Boulder
P,O. Box 791
Boulder, CO 80306

Jordan Pederson
Utah Div. Wildt.
1596 W. North Temple
Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Dennis Pemble
Br. Columbia Conserv. Officer

Servo
36645 Parrina Rd., RR#4
Abbotsford, B.C. V2S 4N4

Glen Pence
P.O. Box 295
Bailey, CO 80421

Brad Petch
Colo. Div. Wildt.
P.O. Box 69
Maybell, CO 81640

David Petersen
Box 2466
Durango, CO 81302

John S. Phelps
Ariz. Game & Fish Dep.
2221 W. Greenway Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85023

Matthiew Pierce
Ariz. Game & Fish Dep.
P.O. Box 1736
Wickenburg, AZ 85358

Nick Pinell
Colo. Div. Wildt.
2126 No. Weher
Colo. Springs, CO 80907

Maurice Potter
Colo.Div, Wildt.
2300 So. Townsend Ave.
Montrose. CO 81401

Jim Prendergast
P,O. Box 1944
Telluride, CO 81435

Dan Prenzlow
Colo. Div, Wildt.
P.O, Box 1181
Meeker, CO 81641

Pat Quillen
15453 Woods Valley Rd.
Valley Center, CA 92082
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Peter Ramig
Comm. & Speech Sci. #409
Univ. Colorado
Boulder, CO 80309

Robin Rice
Colo. Div. Wildl.
P.O. Box 806
Dolores, CO 81323

Larry Richardson
U.S. Fisb & Wildl. Serv.
2629 S. Horseshoe Dr.
Naples, FL 33942

Dan Rieves
222 N. Lyons
Fort Collins, CO 80521

Shawn Riley
MonE Fisb, Wildl. & Parks
490 Meridian Rd.
Kalispell, MT 59901

Paul Roberts
Comm. College of Denver
Colfax & Speer
Denver, CO 8050I

Kevin Robinette
Dep. Fish & Wildl. BioI.
Colo. State Univ.
Fort Collins. CO 80523

Jerry Robinson
CMC
1125 Youngfield
Golden, CO 80401

Ian Ross
Assoc. Res. Consultants Ltd.
2201-34 St. SW
Calgary, Alberta BE 2W2

Reg Rothwell
Wyo. Game & Fish Dep.
5400 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne. WY 82006

Bernard Roubicek
Univ. Wisconsin
550 N. Park SI.
Madison, WI 53706
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Duane Rubink
USDA-APHIS-ADC
P.O. Box 26976
Salt Lake City, UT 84126

Jeff Rucks
Colo. Div. Wildl.
6060 Broadway
Denver, CO 80216

Toni Ruth
Wildlife Res. InsE
801 S. 5th
Raton, NM 87740

Rafael Salgado
Cal-Wood
P.O. Box 347
Jamestown, CO 80455

Michael Sanders
Boulder Co. Parks
P.O. Box 471
Boulder, CO 80308

Tom Sanders
Wetmore Star Rtc.
Wetmore. CO 81226

Stephen Sangers
10690 Calle Del Fuente
Colo. Springs. CO 80926

Ted Schaaf
24425 W. Currant Dr.
Golden, CO 8040 I

Ralph Schmidt
Assoc. Res. Consultants Lid.
2201-34 St. SW
Calgary, Alberta DE 2W2

Taz Schmidt
Boulder Police Dep.
1805 33rd SI.
Boulder, CO 80301

Jeanne Scholl
City of Boulder MI. Parks
P.O. Box 791
Boulder, CO 80306
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Gene Schoonveld
Colo. Div. WildL
317 W. Prospect Rd.
Fort Collins, CO 80526

John Seidensticker
National Zoological Park
Smithsonian Inst.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Harley Shaw
Ariz. Game & Fish Ocp.
P.O. Box 370
Chino Valley, AZ 86323

Lyle Sidener
Colo. Div. WildL
2126 No. Weber
Colo. Springs, CO 80907

Ray Skiles
National Park Serv.
Big Bend N.P., TX 79834

Jennifer Slater
Colo. Div. WildL
1610 S. 8th St.
Lamar, CO 81052

Bonnie Smith
1639 Mayoworth Rd.
Kaycee, WY 82639

Rich Smith
City of Boulder Open Space
1405 S. Foothills Hwy.
Boulder, CO 80303

Art Soukkala
ConI. Salish & Kootenai Tribes
P.O. Box 278
Pablo, MT 59855

Howard Spear
Colo. Div. WildL
317 W. Prospect Rd.
Fort Collins. CO 80526

Gregory C. Speights
HQ/USAFA/DEPN
Ocp. Air Force
USAF Academy, CO 80840

Dawn Spelke
803 S. Johnson Ct.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Betsy Spettigue

Rick Spowart
Colo. Div. WildL
Box 174, CR43
Drake, CO 80515

Terry Spraker
Vet. School
Colo. State Univ.
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Dave Stevens
Rocky Mtn. National Park
Estes Park, CO 80517

Terri Stewart
10075 W. Dartmouth Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80227

Linda Sweanor
Wildlife Res. Inst.
7315 Aloe Ct.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Helen Taylor
Genesee Forestry
24180 W. Shooting Star Dr.
Golden, CO 8040 I

Debbie Tewell
245 Bear Creek Rd.
Colo. Springs, CO 80906

Rick Thompson
Western Ecosystems, Inc.
905 W. Coach Rd.
Boulder, CO 80906

Ron Thompson
Ariz. Game & Fish Dep.
P.O. Box 1588
Pinetop, AZ 85935

Cher Threlkeld
Colo. Diy. WildL
6060 Broadway
Denver, CO 80216
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Geoff Tischbein
Colo. Div. WildL
2300 S. Townsend Ave.
Montrose, CO 81401

Jay W. Tischendorf
P.O. Box 380
Fort Collins, CO 80521

Chuck Trainer
Oreg. Dep. Fish & Wild!.
170 NE Vandenberg Ave.
Corvallis, OR 97330

Pat Tucker
Colo. Div. WildL
6060 Broadway
Denver, CO 80216

Bob Tully
8305 Charlotte Way
Denver, CO 80221

Wally Van Sickle
Wyo. Fish & Wildt Res. Unit
1617 Person St. F,204
Laramie, WY 82070

Jack Vayhinger
Colo. Div. Wild!.
2126 No. Weber
Colo. Springs, CO 80907

Ron Velarde
Colo. Div. Wildt
600 Reservoir Rd.
Pueblo, CO 81005

John L. Wagner
Colo. Div. WildL
P.O. Box 2178
Eaton, CO 80615

Blair Waite
So. Dakota Game. Fish & Parks
P.O. Box 268
Custer, SO 57730

Richard Weaver
P.O. Box 786
Denver, CO 81321
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B.D. Wehrfritz
29495 Golden Gate Canyon
Golden, CO 80403

Dennis Weisser
Alberta Fish & WildL
Box 566
Coronation, Alberta TOC lCO

Frances Werner
3216 N. Johnson Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85719

Harold Werner
National Park Serv.
Sequoia & Kings Canyon
Three Rivers, CA 93271

Susan \\lerner
Colo. Div. WildL
P.O. Box 1213
Conifer, CO 80433

Ann Wichmann
City of Boulder Mt. Parks
P.O. Box 791
Boulder, CO 80306

Dale Wills
8245 Ammons Circle
Arvada, CO 80005

Oro Wilson
Gazette Telegraph
P.O. Box 1779
Colo. Springs, CO 80901

Layne Wing
7W Guest Ranch
3412 Co. Rd. 151
Gypsym, CO 81637

Heidi Wykstra
3071 W. 133 Ave.
Broomfield, CO 80020

Steve Yamashita
Colo. Div. Wild!.
2126 No. Weber
Colo. Springs, CO 80907
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Joe Yarchin
Ariz. Game & Fish Dep.
1212 W. Palmer, Apt. A
Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Ron Zaccagnini
Colo. Div. Wildl.
P.O. Box 425
Florissant, CO 80816

Elsa Zamarron
Cal-Wood
P.O. Box 345
Jamestown, CO 80455


